A Monthly Publication of the Carrollwood Civic Association

Notice of Board Meetings
‘Monday, January 5, 2026

D Meeting: 6:30 p.m.

feeting: 7 p.m.

er ¢ 3515 McFarland Road
‘ to attend.
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By John Schinka, CCA President

Luke Haydel Neill Boyd Raquel Pullaro Ethan Pliskow

appy New Year, Original Carrollwood! As

we dive into 2026, your CCA Board remains
hard at work. At our December meeting, we re-
elected five Board members who remain committed
to keeping Original Carrollwood a fantastic place to
live. We reviewed our financials which remain in a
strong position, and also discussed our long-term
projects that will carry on through the year. We hope
everyone enjoyed our holiday events, including our
annual luminarias and New Year’s Eve fireworks!

Look out for more social events as we move into the @C) W
of the Season

As noted on the cover page, our January meeting
with be January 5th at 7pm —which is the FIRST
Monday of the month. We will be back to our regular
“second Monday of the month” schedule in February.

See Page 12

If you're looking for more information, be sure to
check out our website at www.originalcarrollwood.
com and send us an email to get added to our
mailing list. You can also sign up for text updates to
get CCA event details and news in real time.

Stay up-to-date with the Crime Watch/Events
crimewatch@originalcarrollwood.com | @) Original Carrollwood Civic Association
www.facebook.com/groups/CarrollwoodCivic | Text UPDATES to (813) 640-4655 to receive text alerts
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TENNIS COURTS AND SCOTTY COOPER PARK

NOW ON THE FOB SYSTEM

+ Electronic Access Fobs open the gates. Keys no longer work.
* Bathrooms still use the original metal key.

One Fob controls all locations — White Sands Beach, OC Tennis

Courts, and Scotty Cooper Park

THE GOAL OF THE ELECTRONIC
ACCESS FOB SYSTEM:

» To make access to our shared
amenities modern, convenient,
and secure.

* One Fob controls all locations —
White Sands Beach, OC Tennis
Courts, and Scotty Cooper Park. In
the future, Original Carrollwood
Park and the Dog Park will also be
on the Fob system.

+ Original Carrollwood tax funds
were used to cover this initiative.

HOW TO USE YOUR FOB:

* At Electronic Keypads (White
Sands Beach Vehicle Gate and
Pedestrian Gates at OC Tennis
Courts and Scotty Cooper Park):
Hold Fob where indicated to the
sensor at the bottom of the screen
until you hear “Access Granted”
and it opens.

* At White Sands Beach Pedestrian
Gate: Hold Fob where indicated on
the side of the gate until you hear a

“click” of the gate unlocking; then
push/pull it open.

@

Kristy Taylor Jared Brown

HOURS:

* Your Fob will work during
specific hours only.

+ At OC Tennis Courts, the gate
will work 7 am. — 10 p.m.

+ At White Sands Beach and
Scotty Cooper Park, gates are
programmed to open from
dawn to dusk. FYT - Sunrise
and sunset times constantly
fluctuate during the year due
in part to Earth’s tilt and the
changing of the clocks for
daylight saving time.

GUARD
SCHEDULE FOR
FALL/WINTER
SEASON: :
A guard is on duty Friday,
Saturday, and Sundays,
noon to dusk. ;

SALES CONTINUE:
The CRD continues to offer Fobs for purchase from Janet at the OC
Rec Center.

* Rec Center hours for purchases are M-F, 9 am. —1p.m.
+ Fobs are $30 each, with a limit of 2 per family.

* Cash, check, or credit card (with additional processing fee) are
accepted.

* Do not share your Fob...unauthorized use of Fobs is prohibited.

+ Fobs are activated immediately
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COMMUNITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Carrollwood Civic Association
www.originalcarrollwood.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President John Schinka . . .. ... .. .. 813.503.1258
JohnSchinka@originalcarrollwood.com

Vice President Josh Shaffer .. ... ... .. 813.493.1244

& Long-Range Planning JoshShaffer@originalcarrollwood.com

Secretary Corey McKeown . . .. . . .. 613.951.4910
corey@originalcarrollwood.com

Treasurer Jared Jones . . ... ... 727.247.8737
JaredJones(@originalcarrollwood.com

Legal Max McKinley. . ... .. .. 941.391.1039
MaxMckinley@origindlcarrollwood.com

COMMITTEES

Crime Watch Nelll Boyd .. ......... 813.767.26%4
Crimewatch@originalearrollwood.com

Newcomers Kristin Nail ... ..... .. 813.205.0541
KristinNail @originalcarrollwood.com

Lake Carroll BryanHuls. .......... 813.930.0044
BryanHuls@originalcarrollwood.com

Construction & Dock Permitting Joey Ferraro. . . ... .. . .. 813.355.2062
JoeyFerraro@originalcarrollwood com

Social & Events Jerrod Mills . ... 727.243.0188
jerrodmills@originalearrollwood.com

Standards Enforcement Ethan Pliskow . . ... .. .. 813.205.2410
ethanpliskow(@originalearrollwood.com

Yard-of-the-Month Raquel Pullaro . . ... ... .. 8137322252
raquel@originalcarrollwood com

Members-at-Large Luke Haydel . ........ .. 813.482.8111

lukehaydel @originalcarrollwood.com

Original Carrollwood
Civic Association

www.facebook.com/groups/CarrollwoodCivic

Carrollwood Recreation District
www.originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Secretary

Community Development

OC Park

Grounds
Rec Center/Tennis Courts
Scotty Cooper Park

White Sands Beach

Mark Snellgrove . . .. . . .. 813.846.0424
MarkSnellgrove@originalearrollwoodCRD.com

Dr. Anna Brown . . . ... ... 813.931.9651

AnnaBrown(@originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

Mark Georgiades. . . . . . .. 813.240.5554

georgiades@originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

Kristy Taylor . . ... ... .. 813.503.8165
KristyTaylor@originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

COMMITTEES

Jared Brown. . . ... ... .. 570.590.6119

JaredBrown@originalcarrollwoodcrd.com

Matt Lavisky. ... ... ... 813.675.5292
MattLavisky@originalcarrollwoodcrd.com

Dan Seeley . .. ........ 813.293.3558
DanSecley@originalcarrollwood CRD.com

Dr. AnnaBrown . . . ... ... 813.504.3713
AnnaBrown(@originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

Jack Griffie . ... ... ... 813.503.4552
JGriffie@originalearrollwood CRD.com

Kevin Shidler . . ... ... ... 813.931.1662
KShidler@originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

Carrollwood Recreation Center
3515 McFarland Road; Tampa, FL 33618

813.932.1257  Fax: 813.935.9057
office@originalcarrollwoodCRD.com

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 em. to I p.m.

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Non-emergency * 813-247-8200

CAROLER AD SIZE & RATES

Annual Print Subscriptions to The Caroler

To receive a printed copy of The Caroler mailed directly to your mailbox
every month, click or scan below to pay online, or mail your $96 check
made payable to RoxC LLC with information below, to: Roxanne Clapp,
Caroler Editor, 2816 Overlook View Rd, Walland, TN 37886

SIZE SPECS RATE PER ISSUE | CAROLER SUBSCRIBER INFORMATION:

REGULAR* PRINT I Last name:

Full page .. 7.5”W X ].O”h ...... $225 $425 I First name(s):

1/2 page ... 7.5"wx4.875"h ... $140 | $235 1 Address:

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

1/4 page ... 3.625"wx4.875"h .. $75 | $145 N Erail:

1/8 page ... 3.625"wx2.375"h... $45 | $80

Inside Front or Back Cover, Page 3 $275 | $475
BackCover ..... .............. $275 | $550

Classifieds: $20/month for 25 words community email and OC Facebook page.

L----------------
Receipt of subscription payment prior to the 15th of
PREMIUM PLACEMENT: the month will ensure following month's delivery.

Electronic delivery of The Caroler is provided at no
cost to residents via OC website, with notification via [ENeSEEe TN

SUBSCRIBE
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EMERGENCY SERVICE 24/7

We install ovtdoor showers and ovtdoor sinks!
CHANNELSIDE
( PLUMBING

844-TO-FLUSH

ChannelsidePlumbing.com

@ Cast Iron Sewer Rejuvenation Specialist
@ Drain Stoppages

@® Water Heaters

@ Pipe Repair & Replacement

® Fixture Replacement

® Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling

@ Pipe Leak Detection and Repair

Dedicated to Providing Affordable, Quality
- and On-Time Service to Our Customers

o, Call Us Toll FREE Today!
e 1-844-863-5874

Owner operator lives in Carrollwood.
State master license numbers CFC1429399 | CAC1821976
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Q | When did you move to Original Carrollwood
and what have you enjoyed most about living here?

A | We moved to Original Carrollwood in November
of 2012, and both of our daughters were born

while we've lived here. What we love most is the
neighborhood itself - the sense of community,
connection, and genuine kindness. This community
wouldn't function without the neighbors within it,
and their generosity and support make this place feel
truly special. It's the kind of neighborhood that makes
you never want to leave, because you know what you
have here is rare and unique.

Q | What do you love most about your home and
yard? Why?

A | We love the trees most of all - we're lucky to

have nine oak trees, which give our home so much
character and shade. Since moving in, we've put a lot
of time and care into the yard, and it’s finally starting
to feel close to what we envisioned. Matt and I try to
keep things simple, but full of character. Our fence

is one of our favorite features, and we especially love
the bougainvillea growing over the garage - it adds so
much color and charm.

Q | When thinking of all the time
you have spent in your yard, do you have
a favorite memory?

A | Rather than one single favorite memory, we've
loved watching the yard evolve over time. Seeing the
plants grow and mature, especially the bougainvillea,
which started as two small plants and has now grown
together and crossed over really tells the story of the
home’s age and character. It’s been special to watch
the landscape change and grow along with our family.

Q | Any fun facts, hobbies or words of wisdom you
would like to share with your neighbors?

A | T have over 20 houseplants inside, including a
16-year-old fiddle leaf fig that reaches all the way to
the ceiling, and I have several different plants in our
backyard that I am often working on. I absolutely love
gardening and wish I could do it more often, but my
current work keeps me from spending as much time
outdoors as I'd like. That’s part of why we designed
our yard to be functional and mostly self-caring so we
can truly enjoy it without constantly having to work
on 1t.

Isabel is a nurse practitioner at Moffitt. Matt is a motion graphics
visual designer and the girls go to Lutz Prep (7th and 4th grade).
Isabel's mother and their brother-in-law also live in OC.

Email your nomination to: YardoftheMonth(@OriginalCarrollwood.com

Include: Address of nominated yard + Reason for nomination * Your name, phone number, & email

address « If possible, please include a photo of the yard with your nomination. Thank you! Nominations
can also be made at the Community Center, at Board Meetings or by visiting our Community website:
www.OriginalCarrollwood.com
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IT'S TIME

WORKING OUT
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WORKED YOUR
FOR $1

GET STARTED TODAY

No waiting for equipment. No overcrowding.
24/7 access around the world! We are locally

owned and operated in Original Carrollwood.

ANYTIMEFITNESS.COM

M3 N DALE MABRY / TAMPA, FL / 813.264.1861

Membership purchase required. Terms, conditions & restrictions apply, see

anytimefitness.com/offer-terms/ for details. Offer ends 01/31/2026

Ok =3
'L ANYTIME
FITNESS.

1\\\\\A\\\\\\\\\\‘////A


http://anytimefitness.com

By Clay Brown

Managing Broker/Market President
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices -
Florida Properties Group. 813-786-4982

Original Carrollwood,

I am writing this with a fresh
cup of coffee in hand, stepping
into a new year and everything
it promises. January has a way of
bringing out the part

of us that wants clarity.
Some of us buy

planners. Some join

gyms. And some

begin wondering

what their home might be
worth in the year ahead. So let’s
take a simple, friendly look at
how Carrollwood compares to
Hillsborough County as we start
the year.

p—

OC Listings as of The Caroler deadline
Compliments of Clay Brown, Realtor®

A=Active; P=Pending; S=Sold in the last 30 days
Status  Address Htd Sq Ft Price

A 10408 Butia Place 2,405  $600,000
A 10604 Carrollbrook Ln 1,602  $279,000
A 11006 Carrollwood Dr 1,504  $538,500
A 10502 Lake Carroll Way 1,753 $539,000
A 10524 Orange Grove Dr 1,668  $549,000
A 11724 Phoenix Circle 1,839  $669,900
P 3026 Samara Dr 2,363 $590,000
S 10910 Carrollwood Dr 2,335  $599,000
S 3307 Nakora Drive 1,687  $595,000

Across the county, the single
family market has settled into a
slow and steady pace. Inventory is
up more than 14% from last year.
Homes are spending about 43 days
on the market before going under
contract. The countywide median
sale price sits around $422,500.
Nothing dramatic. Nothing
alarming. Just a balanced market
doing what balanced markets do.

Carrollwood, on the other hand,
continues to move at its own
pace. The most recent data shows
only 5 active listings in the entire
neighborhood, ranging from the
mid five hundreds to the mid
six hundreds. That is very low
inventory for a community
this size. And when homes
do come up for sale, buyers
respond quickly. Our
homes consistently sold
between 97-100% of their asking
price. The median sale price for
the past year was $520,000, and
the median time on market was
only 19 days. That is less than half
the county average. The message
is simple. Carrollwood performs
when it is priced correctly.

Why the difference? Carrollwood
offers larger lots, mature
landscaping, and the kind of
neighborhood feel that is hard to
replicate. Buyers know what they
are getting here. And in a world
full of shifting headlines and
market theories, I am reminded
of something I once heard. Always
in motion is the future. Which is
exactly why local insight matters
more than ever.

So, what does all this mean
as we head into the new year.

Simply put, Carrollwood remains
one of the most reliable micro
markets in Hillsborough County.
Inventory stays low. Demand stays
steady. And well-prepared homes
continue to stand out.

If one of your goals this year is to
better understand your home’s
value or explore timing that
works for your plans, reach out. I
would be glad to walk through the
numbers with you, share what I
am seeing firsthand, and help you
make a clear and confident plan
for whatever this year brings.

Tennis & ¥
Pickleball S\
Online Court
Reservations:

To book a tennis/
pickleball court, sign in
or create an account at
WWwWw.yourcourts.com

Direct link to registration page:
https://www.yourcourts.com/
yourcourts/security/showLogin

Go to Login and register your
account. Our court facility
is: Carrollwood Recreation
District.

Once your account is added,
you can see the upcoming court
schedule, see courts that are
currently available and book a
court/time.

The schedule is also posted on
the bulletin board on the side of
the Rec Center.
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STEAM Symposium
Public speaking feels natural after plenty of
practice in the classroom and on the stage.

Gorbett &
Prenaratory | HAPPY STUDENTS

School-IDS | SERIOUS EDUCATION

CALL FOR A PERSONAL TOUR

(813) 961-3087 e PreK3-8""Grade ® www.corbettprep.com
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= & ORIGINAL
& CARROLLWOOD
We]-come : CHARM ON EVERY CORNER

=
&

Newcomer i

Please contact

oyl

Kristin Nail, Newcomer Chairman

to receive a welcome packet. Ha’S Somethln
kristinnail@originalcarrollwood.com Chaﬂged IIl YOLII‘ HOIIle
813.205.0541

?
A New Baby.A Newcomer to OC?
Dropped a Land Line? Marriage?
New Email Address?

OC DIRECTORY UPDATES
MADE QUARTERLY

UPDATE YOUR DIRECTORY INFO!

First/Last Name(s)

. Children’s (optiona
Keep current for access to White Sands Beach! “ (optiens)

. . . . fl(]l'(".‘ﬁ@
The guard service will be given a new directory *

Phones

quarterly and all passes issued by the business
Emails

office will expire. The quarterly updates will

Owner or Renter?

not be mailed out, but only utilized between , , ]
Please email your updated information to

the Business Ofﬁce and the guard Service. Directory@0OriginalCarroliwood.com or drop off or mail to the
Rec Center, 3515 McFarland Road, Tampa, FL 33618

CAL L I NG AL L 1. YOUNG NEIGHBOR AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS —
NEIGHBORS!

We are looking to add some new
and exciting content to

The Caroler in the upcoming
months. We have a few

ideas for articles.

We would love 2. REMARKABLE RENOVATIONS —

Zgﬁir}illirt)et?o 3. NEWCOMER SPOTLIGHT —

some of
these!

Please e-mail all submissions to Kristin Nail
kristinnail@originalcarrollwood.com

Thank you! Look forward to seeing more of you in The Caroler.
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?‘?LERVICE . MAINTENANCE * REPLACEMENT

Veteran owned
Servmg the Tampa Bay area for over
25 years. | Lic# CAC1816437

TEMPSTAR 2

N Heating and Cooling Products

| AR oANE
=5

It’s]HardTo!Stop/A\Trane.

81 3.631.1418 * CallAC.com

NO INTEREST® ¢ NO PAYMENTS®
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

CARROLLWOOD
WINDOW&)OOR

Installing Trust One Window at a Time

Replacements  Entry Doors
New Construction * Patio Doors
Energy Efficient Windows * French Doors BN ININHRYM
Hurricane Resistant Windows < Sliding Doors ISV AT

for up to 12 months
following the
completion of the

CO" Todqy! 8]3_626_7676 project.

f 6025 North US Hwy 301 - Tampa, FL 33610

www.carrollwoodwindow-door.com (s
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OC Seepes

Photos provided by Raquel Pullaro
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RAY & CHARLENE

“THE ORIGINAL CARROLLWOOD BARBERS”

813-935-9701

8850 N HIMES AVE
TAMPA, FL 33614

HOURS OF OPERATION

Sun - Mon CLOSED
F Whuschbivd Tues 8:00am - 6:00 pm
£ Wed 8:00am - 6:00pm

Thu 8:00am - £00pm
Fri 800am - 600pm
Sat 7:30am - 3:00pm

M Dale Mabry Hwy

7 tfampa LN Call to schedule your
denfal wellNess sy  2Ppointment today!
of westchase & carrollwood 813.265.2273

Delivering the highest quality care for the entire family, in a calm, comfortable environment.

« Implants placed and restored

« Invisalign Top 1% Provider

« Sedation options for anxious patients

+ Smile makeovers with beautiful porcelain veneers
+ Loose dentures anchored with implants

« Preventive and gum disease treatment

11123 N Dale Mabry Hwy.,
Tampa, FL 33618

Also located in Westchase:
11321 Countryway Blvd,, Tampa, FL 33626
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i

Lula celebrated her 103rd birthday in November!

Lula is a long time OC resident and an occasional contributor
to The Caroler sharing her poetry. She still writes poetry and
published her final compilation, Trilliums, last year with a
dedication to and poems for my brother after his death. She
also still participates with a local poetry group for monthly
poetry sessions. She has three great-grandchildren, and another
soon to join. She has been interviewed for her memories of

and connections to Tampa history, and continues to support
local historical organizations. She loves her Carrollwood
community and marvels at all the changes and growth, while still
remembering the early days and the wonderful connections and
life forged in the 60 years living here.

Happy Birthday with love from your family! ~Lucretia Dovi (7




CARROLLWOOD BARBER SHOP [EEENEY0) COWI}}IlIlg
RN cmomenpne

10231 Lake Carroll Way - Tampa, FL 33618
DR | F,T—;-'[ o = e

Cgevents

Original Carrollwood
Civic Association

Have questions or need information
about any of the social events, email us
at events(@originalcarrollwood.com

MARCH
Hawaiian Luau (adult only party)
_ _ White Sands Beach
Seniors - Children
Military
1st Responders APRIL
SR Community Yard Sale
Tue—Fri: 8a.m.-6 pm.
o ] Sat: Ba.m.-3 p.m.
b Sun—Mon: Closed
i 54 APRIL 4
' i Easter Egg Hunt
www.carrollwoodbarbershop.com Shop# 813-961-8801 Onglnal Camalmsa ik

-Latn - Owner# 813-220-7501

We ask that you do not share our social

HelP M aint ain L ake C arroll events information publicly or post

on other social media sites. We offer
these events for our residents and close

Make a Donation Familyfriends

Residents! Help keep Lake Carroll clean and safe.
Financial contributions are needed from everyone.
Funds are used to offset expenses for vigorous water
sampling and testing, and other lake maintenance
and monitoring needs. Contributors are greatly
appreciated and will be acknowledged in The Caroler.

Thank you, CCA Social Committee

Hillsborough County
LAKE FUND DONATION Public Schools

Name: Non-Student Days
Address:

Phone:
Amount: JANUARY 2026

.. . WINTER BREAK: DEC 22-MONDAY, JANUARY 5
Make funds payable to: Carrollwood Civic Association; J

3515 McFarland Rd.; Tampa, FL 33618. Please include MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.:
this form OR donate _t}}rough PayPal on the OC website: MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2026
www.originalcarrollwood.com
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Local Expertise. Proven Results.

Getting you TOP dollar - right here # /
in Original Carrollwood.

Buyers are ready to move back - and they want
on Lake Carroll! Thinking of selling? Call me.

KT Tershowski, REALTOR®

The Musgrave Group

813-503-1117 @KT.Sells.Tampa.Bay
KTershowski@gmail.com | KTSellsTampaBay.com

Nelghbor °1
elghbor““

CLASSIFIED ADS

FULL ARRAY OF HANDYMAN SERVICES. . -, .
Storm cleanup. Hauling. Pressure, _ ' . :
washing, etc. Chuck Kim (OC  * = T+ . = WA
homeowner). 813-352-1382x  ~ Al L. o st

ADD YOUR CLASSIFIED NEXT MONTH
$20 for 25 words. Deadline is the’ :
10th of each month. )
Email: Caroler@roxc.graphics

(813)360-1192
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Advertisetoyour - ..
neighboxrs! HELLO 2026!

AFFORDABLE & CONVENIENT e
New vear. New possibilities.
Next print edition coming in

February, Deadline Jan 10! Th|nk|ng of Se||ing?
Downsizing? Upgrading?

aTOleT Or just curious what your

Carrollwood home is worth?

Original Carrollwood’s
Community Newsletter
Published continuously since 1960

Delivered monthly to Original Carrollwood residents
via community email, social media, and website.

Original Carrollwood

www.originalcarrollwood.com [Ei&gas:

No Contracts * No Minimums ¢ Pre-Payment Required TRACEY PINES
REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

To advertise, contact Roxanne today!

Caroler@roxc.graphics | 813-503-4156 813.245.7912
DEADLINE: 10TH OF EACH MONTH Ul il
SL#3038596
Published for Carrollwood Civic Association by: @-ﬁ; o i
RESERVE SPACE NOW! 7 *‘. ® s
¥ el S i Ko e

WHITE SANDS BEACH LANDSCAPING

by Grounds Chair 55 e, o
Dan Seely: %

Refreshed landscaping at
White Sands Beach has
been completed. Florida-
friendly plants were
included and best of all,
the irrigation system was
brought online
with no extra
charges. The
landscaper also
mulched some
islands for free!
Beautiful results in
our most valuable
neighborhood o S
asset. s e

25 e 4% ¥

Interested in who helped refurbish this area? Kyle Adkins of Allscapes Landscaping and Lawn Maintenance
(an OC Resident!) provided the service. Shirley Pearsall, a retired landscaping architect who has lived in the
community for 24 years, helped to develop the CRD-approved plan. (0
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by Shannon Sincell Norden

o many people hear
the word Mahjong

m and immediately ask:

And why do you love it?

For me, the answer starts
with family. I grew up in a game-loving
household. We played cards, board
games, and anything that brought us
together around a table. One day, while
scrolling social media, I stumbled across
these gorgeous Mahjong tiles and mats.
They were so striking that I knew I had
to learn more.

Sure, I'd seen Mahjong in pop culture.
On Seinfeld and in Crazy Rich Asians—
but I didn't really know the game itself.
That changed when I walked down the
hallway at work and casually asked if
anyone wanted to take lessons with me.
Two coworkers immediately said yes, and
that was the beginning of our Mahjong

journey.

. Now, wherever we play,
?' ~ people stop by to ask what
2%  we're doing. The curiosity
- is contagious, and I love
~_ sharing the beauty and
- excitement of this game with
anyone who asks.

What began as an obsession with
the beauty of Mahjong—the
stunning tiles, the mats,

~ ) and the way it challenges
\\ the brain—quickly
grew into something

. much bigger. I decided

Crack, Bam, Dot!

to share my passion by teaching others,
and that small idea blossomed into a
thriving business.

My very first student was my neighbor
on Floyd Road, Erica Rude, who hired me
for lessons. From that starting point, the
interest spread, and today I offer both
private lessons and open play events,
where players can show up, meet new
people, and enjoy the game together.

This month, I'll be launching my third
league, continuing the tradition of
friendly competition and community.
The winner of my very first league was
Shannon Floyd, another proud OC
resident, and it's been inspiring to see
how quickly players grow in skill and
enthusiasm.

This game truly checks all the boxes for
me. Socialization comes first. Through
Mahjong, I've met so many wonderful
neighbors I might never have crossed
paths with otherwise. It's a beautiful way
to build community and friendships.

Beyond the social side, Mahjong is also

a fantastic workout for the brain. It
demands focus, memory, and pattern
recognition, making it especially valuable
for keeping the mind sharp as we age.

Since COVID, Mahjong has surged in
popularity, offering people a way to
connect across generations. I've played
with teenagers, with a remarkable
98-year-old, and even my three-year-old
grandson loves joining in by finding
matches in the sets.

Know of a great OC Resident-owned business and want to share it with the WHOLE
NEIGHBORHOOD? Do YOU have a business or work at one you want all the
neighbors to know about? Email Caroler@roxc.graphics or call 813-503-4156.
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That's the
magic of k"

Mahjong—it brings people together,
challenges the mind, and creates joy for
all ages.

In December,
I rented the
rec center

and welcomed
38 players for
a full day of open
play. The room was

tile-clicking energy.
Alongside the games,
I offered Mahjong
tiles, sets, and mats A
for purchase, which

added an extra layer of excitement.

I also had @PartyCartEventsEtc. do
custom embroidery on-site.The event
was a huge success, and the enthusiasm
from everyone made it clear—this is
something we'll definitely be doing
again!

Mahjong continues to bring people
together in the best way, and I'm so
grateful for the growing community
around it. You can find me on Instagram
and Facebook @
TampaMahjongClub,

or reach out to me at
TBMahjMom(@gmail.
com if you are interested
in learning about this
fabulous game. (0
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Find the hidden peacock

within the pages of this
issue of The Caroler!

SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER
BEFORE JANUARY 10
Email Caroler@roxc.graphics

All who reply will have their name posted - ,.‘

in the next issue of The Caroler!

Congratulations
to last month's puzzle players!

Terry & Marguerite Kors
Summer Dyal
The Dyal Family
Lucas Fernandez
Angie Ducker
Marilynn Bozak

ANSWERS FOR LAST MONTH

First song broadcast from space: Jingle Bells

Location of the hidden peacock(s) in the previous
issue: Page 4 in the CCA News and on balllot box,
and 18 in the Boat Parade photo.

A Triumphant Toddler
Turkey Trot

Over 50 kids ran in November's Toddler Turkey Trot.
Thank you, Kristin Nail, for organizing and running

the event.

Stay Connected!

MAKE SURE YOU ARE RECEIVING ALL THE
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

If you are a new resident or have not been receiving the
Crime Watch/Events and Neighborhood emails, please
contact: crimewatch@originalcarrollwood.com to get
signed up. The emails contain Crime Watch notifications,
The Caroler newsletter, social event information, and other
neighborhood news.

Receive text message alerts about OC Events and
OC Crime Watch Information: To subscribe, text
UPDATES to (813) 640-4655 or visit oclinks.cc/texts

You can also join our Facebook page for updates on
neighborhood news and social events. This page is the same
as the emails so you will not miss anything if you are not on

Facebook.

You can search for Original Carrollwood Civic Association
on Facebook or visit this link: https:/www.facebook.com/
groups/CarrollwoodCivic

New residents, please contact Kristin Nail: kristinnail@
originalcarrollwood.com or cca@originalcarrollwood.com
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Christoff

Christo, Erika, and Sander

We are Christo, Erika and our nine year old son, Sander; and a golden retriever, Raleigh, who
somehow will be 11 in January. We love OC so much. When we first moved to Florida I was
determined to find a neighborhood with charm and not a cookie cutter feel, and OC was the
perfect one! We moved here for Christo’s job in finance and I manage the Christoff house.
Sander goes to Corbett Prep. I'm one of the PFA Presidents and we all love how the Corbett
community has become our Tampa family!

How long have you lived in the neighborhood? We moved into OC about 2% years ago.

What brought you to Original Carrollwood? Our son was already attending Corbett Prep but
funny enough we almost bought a house in OC when we first moved from Maryland but
it fell through, so we wound up buying in Tampa Palms. When Sander started at Corbett,
I would drive through OC with such regrets that we didn’t hold out for a house here.
Eventually, friends of a friend were selling their house and we jumped on it!

Where do you typically spend time around the neighborhood? We love the tennis courts (we all
play pickleball) and enjoy the OC park and dog park!




